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SHORT-TERM 
BICYCLE PARKING
Short-term bicycle parking consists 
of bicycle racks  located outside 
buildings or on public sidewalks or 
public streets that are free to the 
user. Short-term bicycle parking is 
necessary for short stays where the 
key goal is visible and convenient 
parking that is in close-proximity to a 
building’s main entrance. 

LONG-TERM 
BICYCLE PARKING
Long-term bicycle parking facilities 
are needed to provide a high level 
of security and protection from theft 
and weather. Long-term parking 
should be installed in locations that 
are well-lit where people may safely 
leave their bicycles unattended for 
long periods of time. 

Racks
Racks can take a variety of shapes and 
forms but most commonly consist of an 
inverted-U design. Bicycle racks are pri-
marily used for short-term bicycle parking 
in publicly accessible places.

Bicycle Corrals
Bicycle Corrals provide on-street bicycle 
parking, typically by replacing a single 
curbside parking space. Bicycle Corrals 
can typically accommodate 12 parked 
bicycles by replacing a single vehicle 
parking space. 

Lockers
Lockers can be rented to individuals or 
made available to the public through the 
installation of code locks or locking mech-
anisms such as a U-lock. Lockers can 
typically be rented for set periods of time 
such as 3 months, 6 months, or a year.

Bike Room & Bike Cages
Bike rooms and bike cages provide long-
term bicycle parking for apartment build-
ings and large employment centers. A bike 
room is often a room of its own that is 
easily accessible and where bicycles can 
be parked safely. Bike cages are similar 
to bike rooms but may be a sectioned off 
area of a larger room or garage. 

Bicycle Transit Centers/
Bike Stations
These amenities are indoor facilities that 
are accessible to members of the general 
public. They are usually staffed by employ-
ees that offer bike repairs, rentals, infor-
mation, and other commercial activities. 

Photo Credit: https://www.flickr.com/search/?text=bike%20rack

Types of Bicycle Parking
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OFF-STREET AUTOMOBILE PARKING REQUIREMENTS. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.4)

New or existing automobile parking spaces required by the Code for all uses may be replaced by bicycle 
parking at a ratio of one automobile parking space for every four bicycle parking spaces provided. Notwith-
standing the foregoing, no more than 20% of the required automobile parking spaces for nonresidential uses 
shall be replaced at a site (Figure 1).

Bicycle parking installed pursuant to this Section may be installed in existing automobile parking spaces and 
shall not be considered to violate the maintenance of existing parking as defined by Section 12.21A.4(m). 
The ratio of short- to long-term bicycle parking provided for pursuant to this Section shall be provided in ac-
cordance with the requirements set forth for each use as defined by Section 12.21.A.16(a).

Residential buildings may replace 10% of the required automobile parking with bicycle parking. Automobile 
parking spaces for residential projects or buildings located within 1,500 feet of a portal of a fixed rail transit 
station, bus station, or other similar transit facility as defined by Section 12.24 Y may replace up to 15% of 
the required automobile parking spaces with bicycle parking. If a residential building has applied for and re-
ceived a density bonus under Section 12.22A.25, 30% of the required automobile parking may be replaced. 
In such cases, the replacement of automobile parking with bicycle parking shall be implemented in lieu of 
the parking options in Section 12.22A.25(d) (Figure 2).

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Bicycle Parking Requirements (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.d)

Short-Term Bicycle Parking. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.d.1)
Short-term bicycle parking shall consist of bicycle racks that support the bicycle frame at two points. 
Racks that support only the wheel of the bicycle are not permissible (Figure 3).

• Racks shall allow for the bicycle frame and at least one wheel to be locked to the racks (LAMC Section 
12.21.A.16.d.1.i).

• The bicycle rack shall allow for the use of a cable as well as a U-shaped lock (LAMC Section 
12.21.A.16.d.1.ii).

• If bicycles can be locked to each side of the rack, each side shall be counted toward a required space 
(LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.d.1.iii).

• Racks shall be securely anchored to a permanent surface (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.d.1.iv).
• If more than 20-short term bicycle parking spaces are provided, at least 50% shall be covered by a 

roof or overhang (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.d.1.v).

Figure 3

BICYCLE PARKING AND SHOWER FACILITIES. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16)

Short -Term Bicycle Parking Requirements



LADOT SPECIFIC

4

Design Standards (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e)

Dimensions. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.1)

• Each bicycle parking space shall be a minimum six feet (72 inches) in length (LAMC Section 
12.21.A.16.e.1.i) (Figure 4).

• Short-term bicycle parking spaces shall be a minimum of two feet (24 inches) wide (LAMC Section 
12.21.A.16.e.1.ii) (Figure 4).

• If two bicycles are to be locked on a rack, the space shall be minimum four feet (48 inches) wide and 
six feet (72 inches) length (Figure 5).

 ○ Individual racks installed side by side to one another that allow bicycles to be locked to either 
side of the rack shall be spaced a minimum of 30 inches on center; (The bike racks shall 
be placed minimum 48 inches apart if bicycles are to be locked on both sides of each rack) 
(LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.1.ii.1) (Figure 6).

 ○ Racks installed parallel to walls shall be a minimum of 30 inches from the wall (LAMC Section 
12.21.A.16.e.1.ii.2) (Figure 7).

Figure 4 Figure 5

Figure 6 Figure 7

Design Standards
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Siting Requirements. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.2)

•	 Short-Term Bicycle Parking. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.2.ii)
For new construction, short-term bicycle parking shall be located outside buildings. For existing build-
ings where exterior space is inadequate, short-term bicycle parking may be located inside the building 
or on the level of the parking garage closest to the ground floor with a direct access to a public street.

 ○ For new developments, short-term bicycle parking shall be located to maximize visibility from 
the main entrance. For existing buildings, where short-term bicycle parking is located within 
buildings or parking garages, signage is required at each building entrance as per Section 
12.21A 16(d)(4) (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.2.ii.a).

 ○ Short-term bicycle parking spaces shall be located no farther than 50 feet of walking dis-
tance from a main pedestrian entrance or the walking distance from a main pedestrian en-
trance to the nearest off-street automobile parking space, whichever is closer (LAMC Section 
12.21.A.16.e.2.ii.b) (Figure 8).

Figure 8

Design Standards
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 ○ For buildings with more than one main pedestrian entrance, short term bicycle parking shall 
be split evenly among all main pedestrian entrances (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.2.ii.c) 
(Figure 9).

•	 Multiple Buildings. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.2.v)
For a development site with multiple buildings, required bicycle parking shall be sited in smaller 
bicycle parking facilities located near the pedestrian entries for each building, rather than in one 
centralized facility in accordance with the rules for locating bicycle parking provided in this Paragraph 
(Figure 10).

Figure 9

Figure 10

Design Standards



LADOT SPECIFIC

7

Lighting (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.3)
• Adequate lighting shall be provided to ensure safe access to bicycle parking facilities in accordance 

with Section 12.21A.5(k).

Signage (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.e.4)
• Where bicycle parking is not clearly visible from the street, legible reflectorized signs shall be perma-

nently posted at the street entrances to each site indicating the availability and location of bicycle 
parking within the site. All signs must comply with Section 14.4.7.

Bike Parking Signage

Lighting for Bike Parking Facilities

Photo Credit: https://www.flickr.com/search/?text=bike%20rack%20lighting

Design Standards
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Additional Requirements and Allowances. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.)

Bicycle Parking in the Public Right-of-Way (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.1)

• Short-term bicycle parking spaces located immediately in front of a site within the public right-of-
way (ROW) may be counted towards the short-term bicycle parking requirements of said site (LAMC 
Section 12.21.A.16.f.1.i).

• Business operators or property owners may install and maintain their own racks within the public 
ROW unless a City owned rack already exists (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.1.ii) (Figure 11).

 ○ Business operators or property owners are responsible for applying for a permit with the Bu-
reau of Engineering (BOE) to install short-term bicycle parking within the public ROW. A BOE 
permit may be issued only after the business operator or property owner receives issuance 
of plan approval or a permit by the Department of Transportation (LADOT) pursuant to LAMC 
Section 85.04 (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.1.ii.a).

 ○ All bicycle parking installed in this manner shall meet the rules and regulations set out by 
the BOE Standard Plan S-671-1 (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.1.ii.b).

 ○ Business operators or property owners who choose to install bicycle parking in the public 
ROW are responsible for maintaining the racks according to the standards set forth in  a Cov-
enant Maintenance Agreement with LADOT (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.1.ii.c).

Business operators/ Prop-
erty owners want to install 
& maintain racks within 
public ROW.

Business operators/ 
property owners respon-
sible for applying for a 
permit with BOE.

Business operators/prop-
erty owners responsible for 
maintaining the racks.

1 2 3

Figure 11

Bicycle parking installed in this manner shall meet the rules and regulations set forth by the BOE Standard Plan S-671-1

Additional Requirements and Allowances
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Bicycle Corrals provide on-street bicycle parking, typically by replacing a single curbside vehicle 
parking space. Bicycle Corrals can accommodate 12 parked bicycles. On-street bicycle parking can 
be beneficial in locations where there is high demand for bicycle parking, sidewalk space is limited, 
or sidewalks are busy (Figure 12).

Figure 12

Bicycle Corrals (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.2)

Diagrams of Bicycle Corral

Additional Requirements and Allowances
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Bicycle Corrals (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.2)

• Any site located within 500 feet of a City funded Bicycle Corral may count up to 4 bicycle parking 
spaces towards their required short-term bicycle parking spaces (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.2.i)
(Figure 13).

• Business operators or property owners may submit an application to the LADOT to install and main-
tain their own Bicycle Corrals immediately in front of their property in the public ROW (LAMC Section 
12.21.A.16.f.2.ii).

 ○ Businesses or property owners who do so may count all the bicycle parking within the Bicycle 
Corral towards their required number of short-term bicycle parking spaces. In such cases, 
short-term bicycle parking installed in such a manner shall not be counted towards the bicy-
cle parking requirements of surrounding businesses (LAMC Section 12.21A.16.f.2.ii.a).

 ○ Business operators or property owners shall pay the construction and maintenance costs of 
building said Bicycle Corrals (LAMC Section 12.21A.16.f.2.ii.b).

 ○ Multiple businesses or property owners may submit an application to the Department of 
Transportation’s Bicycle Program as a group and split the costs to construct and maintain 
the corral (LAMC Section 12.21A.16.f.2.ii.c).

 Ȫ In such cases, a single business shall be responsible for assuming the maintenance 
responsibilities detailed in a Covenant Maintenance Agreement as outlined below (LAMC 
Section 12.21.A.16.f.2.ii.c.1).

 Ȫ The business responsibility for maintaining the Bicycle Corral may count the full amount 
of bicycle parking in the corral towards its short-term bicycle parking requirements (LAMC 
Section 12.21.A.16.f.2.ii.c.2).

 Ȫ All other businesses may count up to half of the bicycle parking spaces in the corral to-
wards their required short-term bicycle parking spaces so long as they provide a financial 
contribution (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.2.ii.c.3).

Figure 13

Additional Requirements and Allowances
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 ○ Business operators or property owners shall be responsible for applying for a permit with the 
BOE to install Bicycle Corrals within the public ROW (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.f.2.ii.d).

 ○ Business operators or property owners who choose to install Bicycle Corrals within the public 
ROW shall be responsible for maintaining the racks according to the standards set forth in a 
Covenant Maintenance Agreement with the LADOT (LAMC Section 12.21A.16.f.2.ii.e).

 ○ If, for any reason, the responsibility for maintaining a Bicycle Corral is returned to the 
City of Los Angeles, it shall be considered a City funded Bicycle Corral (LAMC Section 
12.21A.16.f.2.ii.f).

 Ȫ If, for any reason, the City determines that a Bicycle Corral must be removed, business 
owners shall no longer be able to count the spaces removed toward their required bi-
cycle parking. In such cases, said businesses shall be required to provide any bicycle 
spaces lost in the removal of the corral. Failure to comply may result in the revocation 
of a business’s Certificate of Occupancy and a fine for Code Violation (LAMC Section 
12.21A.16.f.2.iii).

Bike Corral Installation  at 5th St and Main St

Additional Requirements and Allowances
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Land Uses (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.a)

Residential (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.a.1)
• For all residential buildings containing more than three dwelling units or more than five guest rooms, 

long- and short-term bicycle parking shall be provided. Long-term bicycle parking shall be provided at 
a rate of one per dwelling unit or guest room. In addition, short-term bicycle parking shall be provided 
at a rate of one per ten dwelling units or guest rooms. In such cases, a minimum of two short-term 
bicycle parking spaces shall be provided (Figure 14).

 ○ In instances where a building may contain both dwelling units and guest rooms, the sum of 
dwelling units and guest rooms shall be used to determine the amount of long- and short-term 
parking. Any combination that results in more than five combined dwelling units and guest 
rooms will require bicycle parking (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.a.1.i).

 ○ Developments such as townhouses that include individually accessed private garages for each 
unit shall not be required to provide long-term bicycle parking (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.a.1.ii).

Commercial, Institutional, and Industrial Uses (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.a.2)
• For all commercial, institutional, and industrial uses that require automobile parking under Subsec-

tion 12.21.A.4 (c ), (d), (e), and (f), short- and long-term bicycle parking shall be provided as per Table 
12.21.A.16(a)(2).

 ○ For uses listed in Table 12.21.A.16(a)(2) a minimum of two short-term and two long-term bicy-
cle parking spaces shall be provided (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.a.2.i).

 ○ After the first 100 bicycle parking spaces are provided for uses listed in Table 12.21.A.16(a)
(2), additional spaces may be provided at the minimum required by the Los Angeles Green 
Building Code Article 99.05.106.4 (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.a.2.ii).

1 per 1 dwelling unit or guestroom

1 per 10 dwelling units or guestrooms

Long-term Bicycle Parking

Short-term Bicycle Parking

For residential buildings containing more than 3 dwelling units or 5 guest rooms

Figure 14

Parking spaces for bicycles and facilities for employee showers and lockers shall be provided for new devel-
opment and additions that increase the floor area of a building as follows (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16) :

BICYCLE PARKING AND SHOWER FACILITIES. (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16)

Land Uses



Table 12.21 A.16(a)(2) 
Required Bicycle Parking Spaces per building floor area as defined under LAMC Section 12.03

LAND USE SHORT-TERM 
BICYCLE PARKING

LONG-TERM 
BICYCLE PARKING

COMMERCIAL USES

Office 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 5,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
Warehouse 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
Health Clubs 1 per 2,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 2,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
Restaurants and Bars, General 1 per 2,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 2,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
Restaurant, small (floor area less 
than 1000 sq. ft.

2 per restaurant 2 per restaurant

Retail Stores, General 1 per 2,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 2,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
Retail, Furniture Stores 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
Trade Schools, Private Universi-
ties, and Private Colleges

1 per 500 sq.ft. or 1 per 50 fixed 
seats whichever is greater (mini-
mum 2)

1 per 1000 sq.ft. or 1 per 100 
fixed seats whichever is greater 
(minimum 2)

Hotels and Hostels 1 per 20 guest rooms (minimum 
2)

1 per 20 guest rooms (minimum 
2)

All other Commercial Uses 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
INSTITUTIONAL USES

All Institutional Uses 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 5,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
INDUSTRIAL USES

All Industrial Uses 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2) 1 per 10,000 sq.ft. (minimum 2)
OTHER USES

Auditoriums 1 per 350 sq.ft. or 1 per 50 fixed 
seats whichever is greater (mini-
mum 2)

1 per 700 sq.ft. or 1 per 100 
fixed seats whichever is greater 
(minimum 2)

Private Elementary Schools, 
Private High Schools, and Charter 
Schools

4 per classroom (minimum 2) 1 per 10 classrooms (minimum 2)

GENERAL
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Land Uses



Combination of Uses (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.a.3)
• Where there is a combination of uses on a lot, the number of bicycle parking spaces required shall 

be the sum of the requirements of the various uses. The exceptions provided in Section 12.21.4(j) 
for automobile parking shall also apply to bicycle parking.

Fractions (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.b)
• When the application of these regulations results in the requirement of a fractional bicycle space, 

any fraction up to and including one-half may be disregarded, and any fraction over one-half shall 
be construed as requiring one bicycle parking space.

Change of Use (LAMC Section 12.21.A.16.c)
• Buildings undergoing a change of use shall not be required to provide bicycle parking. This includes 

adaptive reuse projects pursuant to Section 12.22.A.26.

GENERAL

14

Land Uses
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ATTACHMENT 1
Bike Rack Standard Plan S-671-1 (Sheet 1)

TO BE UPDATED TO S-671-1



16

ATTACHMENT 1
Bike Rack Standard Plan S-671-1 (Sheet 2)

TO BE UPDATED TO S-671-1
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ATTACHMENT 1

Clearance Requirem
ents Diagram

Bike Rack Standard Plan S-671-1 (Clearance Requreiemnts Diagram)



18

ATTACHMENT 2
Common Bike & Bike Rack Dimensions

Dimension of a Common Bike

Dimension of a Common Bike Rack
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Photo Credit: https://www.flickr.com/search/?text=bike%20rack
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=fahrradständer+stein&tbm

ATTACHMENT 3
Bike Parking Examples
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For more Information on 
Bicycle Parking, Visit: 

http://bicyclela.org


